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Introductions

Zachary Coleman
APhA-ASP National Policy Standing Committee Chair

Washington State University CPPS
Zachary.Coleman@wsu.edu

Brooke Kulusich
APhA-ASP Speaker of the House

University of Pittsburgh School of Pharmacy
bkulusich@aphanet.org
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Agenda
1. Discuss Chapter Policy Vice President roles & responsibilities
2. Review your role in the APhA-ASP Policy Process
3. Discover useful resources
4. Share best practices and tips for success
5. Breakout into interest groups



APhA-ASP Policy Vice President 
Roles & Responsibilities



PVP Roles & Responsibilities
• Coordinate development of proposed resolutions for MRM
• Organize of American Pharmacists Month events
• Spearhead Back the PAC campaign
• Forge relationships with legislators, local and state pharmacy 

associations, and community stakeholders
• Communicate regularly with regional and national officers 
• Serve as chapter delegate at MRM and APhA Annual Meeting
• Execute chapter events related to policy and advocacy
• INSPIRE chapter members to become advocates for our 

profession



Timeline of Key Events

Webinar Week

August

MRM Proposals

September

American
Pharmacists
Month
Voter 
Registration

October

Midyear Regional 
Meeting

November

Letter Writing

December

Back the PAC

January

Back the PAC

February

Annual Meeting & 
Exposition
House of 
Delegates

March

State Legislative 
Days

April

May

June

Capitol Hill Visits 
at SLI

July



Webinar Week
• Series of webinars led by your APhA-ASP National Executive 

Committee and National Standing Committee members that 
provides detailed information about the roles and 
responsibilities of each leadership position

• Your role: Attend to discover resources your chapter can 
utilize to optimize success for the upcoming year

August

September

October

November

December

January

February

March

April

May

June

July



APhA-ASP Policy Development Process & 
Midyear Regional Meeting (MRM)
• Policy development allows APhA-ASP to create common goals 

that advance our profession and ultimately better serve our 
patients

• Your role: PVPs lead the policy development process at their 
chapters and engage chapter members in the resolution writing 
process

August

September

October

November

December

January

February

March

April

May

June

July



American Pharmacists Month (APhM)
• October is American Pharmacists Month, an annual campaign 

to draw attention to your chapter’s work and celebrate the 
pharmacy profession

• Your role: Generate excitement about APhM within your 
chapter and community

August

September

October

November

December

January

February

March

April

May

June

July



Voter Registration Drives
• Coordinated effort to register new voters that can determine 

the direction of the country and profession
• Your role: Engage student pharmacists in civic engagement 

and the legislative process through voter registration booths

August

September

October

November

December

January

February

March

April

May

June

July



Letter Writing
• Opportunity to educate legislators on the value of pharmacists 

in the community and advocate for issues facing the profession
• Your role: Engage chapter in the state or nationwide process 

of advocacy by writing letters to legislators on the 
pharmacy issues and hot topics

August

September

October

November

December

January

February

March

April

May

June

July



Back the PAC
• Annual competition between APhA-ASP Chapters to raise 

money for the APhA Political Action Committee
• The APhA PAC then donates to pharmacy-friendly Senators 

and Representatives on the federal level that push the 
profession forward

• Your role: Coordinate events and competitions within your 
chapter to raise money and to advocate for the important 
issues

August

September

October

November

December

January

February

March

April

May

June

July



APhA-ASP House of Delegates
• Communicate with your chapter members to educate and 

inform on current resolutions
• Your role: Serve as a delegate to vote and debate as 

representative on selected resolutions from MRM

August

September

October

November

December

January

February

March

April

May

June

July



State Legislation Days
• Collective advocacy and coordination by schools and colleges 

of Pharmacy, APhA-ASP members, or state associations
• Every year is different based on current legislation being 

proposed on the state and federal level, hot topics, and current 
events

• Your role: Engage and educate your chapter members in 
preparation for State Legislative Days 

August

September

October

November

December

January

February

March

April

May

June

July



Capitol Hill Visits – Student Leadership Institute
• Leadership conference in Washington DC, Summer of 2022
• Opportunity for networking and advocacy
• Your role: Learn from leaders and advocates in the profession

August

September

October

November

December

January

February

March

April

May

June

July



Your Role in the APhA-ASP Policy 
Process



Policy Process

Chapter member 
develops an idea

Chapter formulates 
the idea into a 

proposed resolution

Proposed resolutions 
are discussed at the 

MRM Policy 
Proposal Forum



Policy Process

Chapter delegates 
vote on proposed 
resolutions at the 
MRM Regional 

Business Forum

Resolutions are 
submitted to the 

APhA-ASP 
Resolutions 
Committee

Proposed resolutions 
are sent to all APhA-

ASP chapters for 
discussion



Policy Process

Chapter member 
develops an idea

Chapter formulates 
the idea into a 

proposed resolution

Proposed 
resolutions are 

discussed at the 
MRM Policy 

Proposal Forum

Open hearing at 
APhA Annual

Reference 
committee makes 

recommendations on 
the proposed 
resolutions

Recommendations 
are discussed at the 
APhA-ASP House of 

Delegates



Policy Process

Chapter delegates 
vote

Policy National 
Standing Committee 
takes action on the 

proposed resolutions



Anatomy of a Proposed 
Resolution



APhA-ASP Policy Vice President 
Resources



Resources

Pharmacist.com --> 
Students --> Officer 
Resources --> Policy Vice 
President Toolkit



Resources
• Reviews PVP roles and 

responsibilities
• Details the APhA-ASP Policy 

Process
• Discusses opportunities about 

community and member 
engagement

• Outlines APhA-ASP policy 
leadership opportunitiesAPhA-ASP 

PVP Guide

https://aphanet.pharmacist.com/sites/default/files/files/PVP%20Guide%20Final.pdf


Resources
• Provides in-depth review of the 

APhA-ASP Policy Process
• Reviews APhA Policy-related 

Committees/ Actions
• Details the structure of APhA
• Describes roles of APhA-ASP 

National Standing Committees
The Capsule

https://mrm.pharmacist.com/sites/default/files/files/CAPSULE_Updated_March_2021.pdf


Resources
Includes list of all APhA-ASP Adopted 
Resolutions 1973-2021

Adopted 
Resolutions

https://mrm.pharmacist.com/sites/default/files/files/2021%20APhA-ASP%20Resolutions%20Book.pdf


Resources
• Overviews successful past policy 

events and ideas
• Outlines the resources and 

"ingredients" required

Policy/ Advocacy 
Cookbook

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/p6phnez7kfjsdku/AACIjLUZQCr7Er8veERWIbmKa/Cookbook/Policy%20and%20Advocacy?dl=0&subfolder_nav_tracking=1%E2%80%8B


Best Practices for APhA-ASP 
Policy Vice Presidents



Best Practices Examples
• Chapter Achievement Report
• APhM Radio Announcement
• Pizza and Policy
• Back the PAC
• Policy Postcards

https://aphanet.pharmacist.com/sites/default/files/files/2020-2021%20Chapter%20Achievement%20Report%20Example%20Form_0.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/p6phnez7kfjsdku/AACIjLUZQCr7Er8veERWIbmKa/Cookbook/Policy%20and%20Advocacy?dl=0&preview=American+Pharmacists+Month+Radio+Announcement.pdf&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/p6phnez7kfjsdku/AACIjLUZQCr7Er8veERWIbmKa/Cookbook/Policy%20and%20Advocacy?dl=0&preview=Pizza+and+Policy.png&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
https://aphanet.pharmacist.com/apha-asp-back-pac?is_sso_called=1
https://aphanet.pharmacist.com/sites/default/files/audience/Virtual%20Policy%20Postcards.pdf


Chapter Achievement Report



APhM Event



Pizza & Policy



Back the PAC Event
• Pies the President
• Game Nights
• Themed Night
• Headshots



Policy Postcards



Q&A with outgoing National Policy 
Standing Committee (PSC)



Guest Speaker: 
Mary Ryan-Douglass
Director, Political Programs
(APhA)



Thank you!

APhA Academy of Student Pharmacists



Policy Vice Presidents Meet-up

Zachary Coleman
APhA-ASP National Policy Standing Committee Chair

Washington State University CPPS
Zachary.Coleman@wsu.edu

Brooke Kulusich
APhA-ASP Speaker of the House

University of Pittsburgh School of Pharmacy
bkulusich@aphanet.org
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