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Today’s Focus

Discuss the latest COVID-19 vaccine 
recommendations, practical strategies for 

expanding immunizations to children under 5 
years of age and how to manage questions 
from patients about their COVID-19 vaccine 

options.
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Accreditation Information
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The American Pharmacists Association is accredited by the Accreditation Council for    
Pharmacy Education (ACPE) as a provider of continuing pharmacy education (CPE). This 

learning activity is approved for 1 hour of CPE credit (0.1 CEU). The ACPE Universal Activity Number 
for this live activity is 0202-0000-22-166-L06-P (pharmacists). 

To obtain CPE credit for the live webinar, participants must be in attendance for the 
entire activity, enter the attendance code, and complete the speaker and course 
evaluations (My Training page) by August 27, 2022.

Initial Release Date: June 28, 2022 

Target Audience: Pharmacists 

Activity Type: Knowledge-based 

Learning Level: 1 
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Learning Objectives

1. Review the latest COVID-19 vaccine products and 
recommendations for use. 

2. Describe practical strategies for pediatric COVID-19 
vaccination program implementation.

3. Discuss common concerns and questions and how 
they can be addressed to build vaccine confidence. 
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Open Forum Ground Rules

• Use the Questions field on the GoToWebinar toolbar to 
submit comments and questions related to the topic 
discussion.

• We will try to get to as many comments and questions 
as possible!  

• Refer to the Handout in the GoToWebinar toolbar to 
access today’s slides and links to resources.

• Today’s recording will be made available soon
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Discussion with John Grabenstein, 
Beverly Schaefer and Mitch Rothholz 

Discuss the latest COVID-19 vaccine 
recommendations, practical strategies for expanding 
immunizations to children under 5 years of age and 
how to manage questions from patients about their 
COVID-19 vaccine options.
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Celebrate! 
Success after 18 months of COVID-19 vaccination! 

• 255 million COVID-19 vaccinations given by community pharmacists and teams, Dec 2020—Jun 2022

• 43% of U.S. COVID-19 vaccinations given by community pharmacists and teams, Dec 2020—Jun 2022

• > 50% of U.S. COVID-19 vaccinations overall given via pharmacist-led programs, Dec 2020—Jun 2022

• 8.1 million COVID-19 vaccinations given by pharmacists and teams at LTC facilities, Dec 2020—Apr 2021

• 2/3 drop - LTC resident COVID-19 deaths fell by 2/3 compared to all COVID-19 deaths, Dec 2020—Feb 2021

• 1.3 million vaccinations given by student pharmacists via “Operation Immunization,” Dec 2020—Jun 2021 

• > 45 million patient specimens tested by pharmacists for COVID-19, Apr 2020—Feb 2022 

• > 100,000 COVID-19 monoclonal antibody treatments provided by pharmacists, Nov 2020—Jun 2022 

Source: see following slide
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Novavax COVID-19 Vaccine candidate
Synonyms:  NVX-Cov2373

Type: Spike protein subunit with adjuvant

Adjuvant: Matrix-M – 40-nm particles    (Quillaja saponaria + cholesterol + phospholipid)

Production: Baculovirus/Sf9-cell expression system, like Sanofi’s FluBlokTM influenza vaccine recombinant

Dosage Form: Suspension, 5 mcg protein + 50 mcg Matrix-M per 0.5 mL

Storage:  Refrigerate

Regimen: Days 0 + 21, 0.5 mL, intramuscular

Clinical Trials: Phase 3:  n=29,960, US and México, start Dec’20, PREVENT-19

Vaccine Efficacy: 18+ y/o, any infection: 90.4% (CI: 83, 95%), 7+ d after dose 2

18+ y/o, moderate to severe: 100% (87, 100%)

Status: EUA requested Jan 2022, VRBPAC recommends EUA Jun 2022, awaiting FDA decision

WHO EUL Listing, 17 Dec 2021

Emergency Access: Canada, Australia, EU, Switzerland, UK, et cetera

Source: Dunkle et al. N Engl J Med 2022; 386:531-543. DOI: 10.1056/NEJMoa2116185. 
Plus Novavax reports
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COVID-19 Vaccine Uses for Children
Why Vaccinate?

Children suffer and die from COVID-19:  6 months – 4 years alone:  

• > 2.5 million infections, > 20,000 hospitalizations, > 200 deaths

• Multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children (MIS-C)

• These are rates higher than from influenza and other diseases that can now be 
prevented by vaccination.

• Almost half of parents of children < 5 yo say they left a job or changed schedules 
to care for a COVID-19-infected child.

• Some parents will want to “wait and see.”  Remind them that the virus is 
circulating while they are waiting.

Sources: CDC ACIP presentations, 17-18 June 2022

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/slides-2022-06-17.html and ... /slides-2022-06-18.html
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COVID-19 Vaccine Uses for Children 
Authorized by FDA and Recommended by CDC/ACIP

Age Group Manufacturer Dosing Dosing Schedule Booster Doses

12 y – 17 y Pfizer-BioNTech 2 doses @ 30 mcg days 0 + 21 (3-8 wks)                          . Yes, 5 mo later

5 y – 11 y Pfizer-BioNTech 2 doses @ 10 mcg days 0 + 21 (3-8 wks)                          . Yes, 5 mo later

6 mo – 4 y Pfizer-BioNTech 3 doses @ 3 mcg days 0 + 21 (3-8 wks) + 8 weeks later Not yet

Label Issues: “2y—<5y” and “discard 6 h”
Immunocompromised: add extra dose(s)

Age Group Manufacturer Dosing Dosing Schedule Booster Doses

12 y – 17 y Moderna 2 doses @ 100 mcg days 0 + 28 (4-8 wks) Not yet

6 y – 11 y Moderna 2 doses @ 50 mcg days 0 + 28 (4-8 wks) Not yet

6 mo – 5 y Moderna 2 doses @ 25 mcg days 0 + 28 (4-8 wks) Not yet

Sources:  CDC, Moderna, Pfizer-BioNTech
Label Issues: age range

Immunocompromised: add extra dose(s)
23 Jun 2022

See CDC. Use of COVID-19 Vaccines in the U.S.: Interim Clinical Considerations (https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html) and 

FDA EUA COVID-19 Vaccine Fact Sheets (https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines) for more detail. 
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Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 Vaccine

cvdvaccine-us.com
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about:blank
about:blank


Moderna
COVID-19 Vaccine

fda.gov/media/159306/

download                                               

https://www.fda.gov/media/159306/download


APhA Resources
pharmacist.com/Practice/COVID-19/COVID-
19-Vaccines

vaccineconfident.pharmacist.com
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CDC Resources
cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us
cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/index
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Immunize.org Resources
immunize.org/covid-19
immunize.org/express
immunize.org/subscribe
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66% 
of responding 

pharmacists are 
prepared to administer 

COVID-19 vaccines to 
children under 5 years

as of March 2022
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Authority to Provide COVID-19 Vaccines
• Pharmacists, pharmacy technicians, student pharmacists, and retired pharmacists; subject to 

certain requirements

• Authorized to provide FDA-authorized or FDA-licensed COVID-19 vaccines according to ACIP COVID-

19 vaccine recommendations to patients 3 years or older

• Pharmacists must:

• Must complete the immunization training requirement in their state; if the licensing state does not 

specify training, an ACPE-approved practical training program of at least 20 hours is required

• Current certificate in basic CPR

• Must complete a minimum of 2 hours of ACPE-approved, immunization-related CE during each 

state licensing period. APhA’s Pharmacy-Based Immunizations for Pediatric Patients is designed to 

meet this requirement. 

• Must comply with recordkeeping requirements 

• Must inform the patient and the adult caregiver accompanying the 

patient of the importance of a well-child visit

• Reference APhA’s resource on Authority to Immunize During COVID-19
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Well-child Visit Templates
Well-Child Visit Brochure (PDF)

Template Referral Form Well-Child Visit 

(Word)

Well-Child Checkup Letter (Word)
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Getting Ready
• THINK about how immunizing toddlers and infants is different than 

immunizing adults and get prepared

• STRATEGIZE about the pharmacy physical layout for vaccine area 
for kids and which vaccines to offer

• SCHEDULE immunizations with an appointment calendar—may 
want to choose special days

• RECRUIT volunteers to help you on immunization days
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Initial Encounter
• Tell the parent to have a seat and hold the child on their lap 

• If the child is old enough, ask if they want the immunization in the 
arm or the leg

• They have no choice about getting it, but a choice about where

• Don’t tell them the immunization won’t hurt—tell them it will be quick

• Ask the parent to hold (really hold) the child’s hands

• Once seated and hand holding, be quick about the process
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Finishing the Process
• Prep the area intended for administration

• Have all supplies ready to go—vaccine drawn up, alcohol swab ready, band-aid
peeled and ready to place

• As you inject the vaccine, ask a question—it helps break the concentration on 
the needle

• Allow time for possible physical struggling before and for comforting afterward.  
Also, questions and concerns from the parent. You may want to set aside a 
space for this, so you can move on to the next child.

• Let volunteers help with COVID cards and rewards
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Keys to Success!
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Open Forum Discussion 
Your Comments, Questions, Feedback
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Review of APhA’s
Ongoing Activities
What You Need to Know



Take Action! Federal Provider Status Legislation

Equitable Community Access to 
Pharmacist Services (ECAPS) Act

• H.R. 7213
• Introduced in 2022
• Establishes pharmacists as eligible providers under 

Medicare Part B and path for reimbursement: 
• Test: COVID, flu, RSV, strep
• Treat: COVID, flu, strep
• Immunize: COVID, flu
• Certain pharmacist services for public health 

emergency or need or close gaps in health 
equity

• Limited by state scope of practice

Learn more & contact 
your legislators today!

pharmacist.com/Advocacy/
Issues/Provider-Status
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ICYMI: Pulse on Practice & Policy

Pulse on Practice & Policy 
Open Forum Series
Access the recording to hear from 
experts how this legislation could 
help expand access to 
pharmacists' services and address 
gaps in health equity. 

Register for our upcoming open 
forum on Thursday, July 14th 
from 12-1pm ET!
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Designed to help you:

▪ Stay informed

▪ Be inspired

▪ Build confidence 
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